
Steven walks the Abbot’s Way: Sponsorship details 
 

On Sunday 7th October 2018 I shall be joining several hundred others to walk the Abbot’s 

Way, a 23 mile route across Dartmoor from Tavistock to Buckfast Abbey. This is to mark 

the 700th Anniversary of Tavistock Parish Church and the 1000th Anniversary of the 

founding of the first Abbey at Buckfast—both established by Benedictine monks.  The 

walk will be challenging: I need to walk all 23 miles across the rough terrain of the Moor in 

no longer than 11 ½ hours! I am not doing this entirely for fun!  I am walking the route as a 

pilgrimage to celebrate the 700th Anniversary of St Eustachius’s Church, Tavistock, and 

hope to raise some money for two excellent charities at the same time: the Melanesian 

Mission UK and The Carl Rosa Trust Ltd (details below).    

If you would like to sponsor me, please send a donation (preferably a cheque) made 

out to Tavistock PCC and pass or post it to me, Fr Steven Martin, c/o The Parish Office, 

5A Plymouth Road, Tavistock, Devon, PL19 8AU. When all donations have been 

collected, Tavistock Parish Church will pass on the donations (plus the Gift Aid), split 

equally between the two charities.  If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider filling out the 

Gift Aid declaration below and return it with your donation so that Gift Aid can be 

claimed on your donation.  If you don’t hear from me by the 8th October, or if you do hear 

on the nine o’clock news that I have been eaten by the Hound of the Baskervilles and 

therefore haven’t completed the walk, please assume that I have completed the walk 

successfully, and send in your sponsorship donation!  

 

Many thanks indeed for your support and prayers,     Steven. 

 

Gift Aid Declaration  
 

I would like to enhance my donation through Gift Aid. I am a UK taxpayer and 

understand that if I pay less income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift 

Aid claimed on all my donations, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  
 

Name    

 

Address  

 

 

 

Postcode 

 

Signature  

 

Date 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

The Melanesian Mission UK is an Anglican mission agency that provides support to the 

Anglican Church of Melanesia. Part of its work is to support the Melanesian Brotherhood, 

which is a large religious community spread across the Solomon Islands. The work of the 

Brotherhood is incredible and it is no understatement to say (as I saw for myself last year) 

that their work is vital to the lives of the Melanesian people. Following The the recent 

volcanic eruptions on Ambae, Vanuatu, it has been decided that those living there must 

leave permanently to another island. I am raising money to fund the permanent relocation 

of the fifty Brothers currently living on Ambae to Malo island. The overall project is likely 

to cost somewhere in the order of £12,000; once securely based on Malo, the Brothers will 

be able to help others by providing accommodation and assistance to those who need it, 

building schools and creating basic amenities (constructing a water supply, plant crops, 

build new houses and churches) for the 10,000 people displaced as a result of the volcanic 

eruptions on Ambae.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Carl Rosa Trust was formed in 1953 to support the work of the Carl Rosa Opera 

Company. Founded in Britain in 1873 by Carl Rosa and his wife, Euphrosyne Parepa-Rosa, 

they created a group which aimed to bring grand opera to the masses, in English and at 

popular prices. The Company performed all over Britain until their final performance in 

1960. The Trust used the remaining funds to support opera students until the 1990s. It is 

also the custodian of an internationally important archive which contains material charting 

the fortunes of travelling opera. The archive is housed in Liverpool Central Library in 

state-of-the-art facilities, but the material itself is in urgent need of preservation if it is to 

continue to be of use to future students, historians and performers. The collection contains 

many scores which cannot be found anywhere else, and have already been used to create 

new editions and complete otherwise incomplete scores located in the Library of Congress 

and British Library. Many items pre-date the Company, such as a complete set of band 

parts for Mozart’s Seraglio used at Covent Garden for the first performance of the opera in 

England in 1827. The Trust is working hard to raise funds to have this unique collection 

treated and conserved.  

 

THE CARL ROSA TRUST  
Registered Charity No. 1055322  

 

www.carlrosatrust.org.uk 
 

 

The Melanesian Mission UK 

Registered Charity: 1104551 

 

www.mmuk.net 


